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Create, maintain 

and position a non

-governmental 

organization in 

Latin America 

dedicated to the 

effective conser-

vation of cetacean 

species and their 

marine ecosystem 

is not an easy 

task. 

 

During the last 

nine years, Ceta-

cean Conservation Center has achieved sig-

nificant goals in research and conservation of 

whales and dolphins that have position our or-

ganizations as one of the most important and 

recognized at national, regional and interna-

tional level.  

 

The systematic scientific results obtained by the 

research program of the Alfaguara Project 

have been adopted by the Scientific Committee 

of the International Whaling Commission as 

fundamental input to increase our understand-

ing of the endangered blue whale (alfaguara). 

 

Thanks to the information collected by the Ceta-

cean Conservation Center about blue whales, 

we are moving towards the adoption of regula-

tions for their tourist observation in Chile that 

consider special measures to avoid harassment 

and guarantee the safety of the people on board 

the vessels. 

 

Studies assigned by the Cetacean Conservation 

Center specialists of several universities have 

conformed the base line for the implementation 

of the first regulation in the country for the 

observation of penguins in Puñihuil Natural 

Monument (Chiloe Island). 

 

The Southern Right Whale Project and the 

Marine Mammal Sighting Network of Chile 

have been essential in increasing the number of 

sightings of the Critically Endangered popula-

tion of the of southern right whales of 

Chile/Peru and to include special measures for 

their observation along the country. 

 

The preliminary results of the Marine Pro-

tected Areas (MPAs) project in Chile reveal 

concerning institutional loopholes for the crea-

tion and implementation of a national network 

of MPAs for 2012, in accordance with the inter-

national commitments of the country in this 

matter. The finalization of this project and the 

production of a report with its results and  

recommendations seek to become a contribu-

tion to move in a more effective way in the  

protection of our coastal and marine zones. 

 

The work conducted by the Cetacean Conserva-

tion Center in the International Whaling 

Commission was fundamental to stop a pro 

whaling proposal that seek to eliminate the 

moratorium on commercial whaling and legiti-

mate the hunting of whales even in protected 

areas known as whale sanctuaries. 

 

Thanks to the campaign Zero Whaling, coordi-

nated by our organization, we gathered more 

than 25 thousand signatures from Latin 

America, the Caribbean and Spain demanding 

governments to oppose the whaling proposal 

and requiring the commitment of our region to 

the global protection of whales.  

 

Parliamentarians and national artists also joined 

the massive call. As a result, the whaling pro-

posal was strongly rejected by the interna-

tional community. 

 

None of this would have been possible without 

the invaluable support and sponsorship of the 

General Directorate of Maritime Territory 

and Marine Merchant of the Chilean Navy, the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile, the In-

ternational Whaling Commission, Global 

Ocean, Marisla Foundation, Ruffors Foun-

dation, Mohamed Bin Zayed Species Con-

servation Fund and Cetacean Society Inter-

national. 

 

Also we would like to express our special grati-

tude to dozens of national, regional and in-

ternational organizations, hundreds of 

coastal communities and thousands of peo-

ple in Latin America and abroad for their con-

stant and important support during all these 

years.  
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After seven years conducting the Alfaguara Project (blue whale project), important scientific 

information has been collected on the population present in Chile, making it one of the most 

known population in the southern hemisphere. 

 

The achievements reached by the project include: 

 

 The development of a regulation for blue whale watching in the country that includes 

unprecedented measures for their observation (i.e., 300 meters of minimum distance be-

tween the whales and the vessels) 

 Identification of skin lesions and skinny whales. 

 Identification of the most important concentration of blue whales in the Southern 

Hemisphere. 

 Generation of an individual photo identification catalogue of blue whales that cur-

rently comprises more than 300 animals. 

 Generation of a digital platform for the comparison of photo identification cata-

logues of blue whales from the southern hemisphere. 

 Promotion of contingency plans to minimize collisions between large vessels and 

whales. 

 

By using the blue whale as an iconic species of environmental conservation, the Alfaguara  

Project has created an innovative approach for the protection of nature that increases local ca-

pacities, involves coastal communities and promotes the development of responsible marine eco-

tourism. 

 

The Alfaguara Project has the official support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Gen-

eral Directorate of Maritime Territory and Maritime Merchant (DIRECTEMAR) of the Chilean 

Navy. It is oriented to guarantee the long term protection of one of the most important popula-

tion of blue whales known in the southern hemisphere, the responsible development of marine 

ecotourism and the effective conservation of the coastal and marine ecosystems of the 

northwestern area of Chiloe Island. 

 

In 2012 the project was conducted with the sponsorship of Rufford Foundation and the Mo-

hamed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund. 

 

The earthquake and tsunami that impacted Chile on February 27th, 2010 became a main challenge 

for the country and it certainly had implications in the activities of the field season activities. 

 

The Third Blue Whale Week had to be cancelled as well and the International Workshop on Le-

gal Aspects and Management of Whale Watching that was being organized by DIRECTEMAR, the 

Permanent Commission of the South East Pacific and Cetacean Conservation Center. 

 

Additionally our friends and colleagues Dr. Robert L. Brownell, Dr. Mariano Sironi and Dr. Carole 

Carlson could not join us in our 2010 field season due to the impacts of the earthquake.  
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Between February and April 2010, we conducted the 7th field season of the research program of 
the Alfaguara Project. 
 
Observations from a coastal platform of 103 mts of height were conducted during 23 days, 
recording an average of nine whales per day, the minimum recorded since the beginning of this 
long term study in 2004. However, blue whales were clearly identified near shore, suggesting that 
the marine currents could have transported their main food source, krill, nearer the coast. 
 

In contrast, 17 marine surveys on board the 

research vessel Alfaguara recorded 134 groups 

of 198 whales, which is consider high in relation 

to previous years.  

 

Marine surveys were oriented to individually 

photo identify blue whales and collect data 

about the group composition, behavior, weather 

conditions, associated fauna and water  

temperature. 

 

The difference in relative abundance be-

tween marine surveys and coastal inspections 

could be due to the month. 

 

The photo identifications were made mainly in 

April while coastal observations were conducted 

between February and March. 

 

Shifts in distribution of blue whales were also 

documented in Australia and the USA and 

attributed to El Nino phenomenon. While more 

data is still necessary, the delay in the abun-

dance pick in Chile in 2010 could be related to 

this phenomenon.  

 

The photographs were analyzed and compared 

with the photo identification catalogue of Ceta-

cean Conservation Center, that currently com-

prises 363 animals identified between 2004 

and 2010, becoming the most important in the 

southern hemisphere.  
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Blue whales (Balaenoptera musculus), 

humpback whales (Megaptera novaean-

gliae), sei whales (Balaenoptera borealis), 

orcas (Orcinus orca) and Chilean dolphin 

(Lagenorhynchus australis) were recorded, as 

well as an unidentified whale that could be an 

hybrid.  

 

The photographs of this last whale are being 

analyzed by international experts in the identi-

fication of these species. 

Feeding and defecation behaviors were re-

corded in blue and humpback whales, reaffirm-

ing the importance of the north western area 

of Chiloe Island as an important feeding 

ground of blue whales and other cetacean 

species in the South East Pacific.  

 

Thanks to the support of the Chilean Navy, in April 2010 an aerial survey was conducted be-

tween 40ºS and 44ºS to estimate abundance of the whales by line transect methods.  

 

Sixteen aerial surveys have been conducted since December 2003 as part of the long term  

scientific monitoring of blue whales in southern Chile. 

 

This joint effort between the Chilean Navy and Cetacean Conservation Center makes de re-

search program of the Alfaguara Project as the only one of its kind in the country. 
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The conservation program of the Alfaguara Project has consolidated as a replicable model for the 

development of community based marine ecotourism. 

 

Thanks to the work conducted in cooperation with local tour operators, artisanal fishers of 

Punihuil and local authorities, in June 2009 the Municipality of Ancud adopted the first local 

regulation to regulate the marine fauna watching operations conducted around Puñihuil Islands 

Natural Monument. 

 

The measure was adopted based on the recommendations generated by a recreational carrying 

capacity study for marine based penguin watching that was assigned in 2006 by Cetacean Con-

servation Center  to specialists of the University of Chile. 

 

In 2010 the measure came into effect for the first time in order to regulate the observation of 

Magellan and Humboldt penguins that seasonally inhabit the three islands that comprise the 

Natural Monument with the aim to assure their adequate conservation and guarantee the long 

term sustainability of the tourist operations.  

 

Its implementation was fairly complex due to the lack of promotion about a new system of 

reservations.  

 

However, we made an opinion poll to tourists that visit the area and the results showed a very 

high support to the adoption of this conservation measure. These were presented formally to 

local authorities during a meeting of the Municipal Council of Ancud in May 2010. 

5 



A
LF

A
G

U
A

R
A

 P
R

O
JE

C
T 

To
u

ri
st

 P
o

ll 

Under the Alfaguara Project it was planned to include 

the monitoring of tourist activities around the 

Puñihuil Islands Natural Monument during its 

high season. This monitoring about marine ecotour-

ism operations consisted in making a series of sur-

veys to determine the profile of the tourist that visits 

the area, the quality of the marine based penguin 

and fauna watching and assess the satisfaction of 

the tourists about the services provided in Punihuil.  

 

With a sample of more than 200 people (heads of 

family), representing almost 600 tourists, the  

results revealed: 

 

 Strong support of the tourists to the adop-

tion of conservation measures aimed to pro-

tect penguins. 

 The need to make massive information 

campaigns on the new reservation system. 

 The need to diversify the activities offer to 

tourists in Puñihuil. 

 The need to implement a visitor and infor-

mation center. 

 

One aspect highly valued by the visitors was the 

scenic beauty of Puñihuil. 

 

The results of the survey were presented to the Mu-

nicipal Council of Ancud in May 2010, who stated 

their support to the tourist operations and the con-

tinuation and improvement of this unprecedented 

regulation measure. 

6 



A
LF

A
G

U
A

R
A

 P
R

O
JE

C
T 

B
io

d
iv

er
si

ty
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 

In August 2010 a workshop was conducted to local tourist operators associated by Ecoturismo 

Puñihuil, fauna guides and local authorities in relation to the diversity of terrestrial species 

and their distribution in the costal ecosystems of Puñihuil. 

 

The information obtained from the base line study of vertebrate terrestrial species was as-

signed by Cetacean Conservation Center in 2008-2009 to specialists from the University of Chile.  

 

The workshop included detailed information about the species, their conservation status, 

habitat selection and threats.  

 

The goal is to increase the 

educational value of fauna 

watching, one of the  

characteristics of high quality 

ecotourism, and become a con-

tribution to the management and 

conservation of the ecosystems 

in function of the sensibility of 

the different environments.  
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The mega wind farm project, Parque Eolico Chiloe, that seeks to place 56 wind towers of 90 

meters of height each in Mar Brava beach, northwestern Chiloe Island, to generate 112 MW of 

electric energy to supply the central interconnected system, entered its environmental process 

in October 2010. 

 

The northwestern area of Chiloe Island annually receives the most important concentra-

tion of blue whales in the Southern Hemisphere.  

 

Additionally, southern right whales from the population of Chile, classified as Critically Endan-

gered by IUCN, Peale’s dolphins (semi endemic species) and Chilean dolphins (endemic spe-

cies) are also vulnerable to possible impacts generated by the construction and operation of the 

project due to the location selected by the company. 

 

This location will also impact, among others: 

 

 The area of Quilo, that has the oldest human remains of America settlements. 

 

 A great diversity of coastal birds, including migratory species that come from as far as  

Canada. 

 

 Several protected and endemic coastal and terrestrial species. 

 

 Highly vulnerable areas, such as dunes and wetlands. 

 

 The emerging community based ecotourism that depends on the conservation of the 

species and the natural beauty of the area. 

 

In November 2010, Cetacean Conservation 

Center  and Ecoceanos Center prepared and 

handed to the Environmental Service a re-

port about the possible impacts of the project 

in marine and coastal species. 

 

Afterwards, more than 15 civil society or-

ganizations – that were denied their right to 

participate in the decision making process – 

presented a joint public declaration. 

 

The organizations severely questioned that 

the environmental process was not requir-

ing an Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) and accepted a simple Environmental 

Impact Declaration (made by the company) 

although the law demands the conduction 

of an EIA. 

 

We also demanded the local authorities to 

comply with the Chilean law.  
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Since 2003 the Southern Right Whale Project (SRWP) of Cetacean Conservation Center has 

increased the number of sightings of the Eubalaena australis population present in Chilean waters 

as well as improve the necessary conditions for the protection and long-term recovery of one 

of the most endangered populations of whales in the world. 

 

Thanks to the information collected by CCC and the Chilean Navy, the scientific results of the 

SRWP have revealed that the population of Chile/Peru could have less than 50 mature indi-

viduals. The data were fundamental to classify this population as Critically Endangered by 

IUCN in 2008. 

 

The systematic and cooperative work of the Marine Mammal Sighting Network (MMSN) has 

been a key element for the recording of southern right whales along the Chilean coast. 

 

In 2010 the work of the MMSN allowed the recording of seven southern right whales, all con-

firmed by good quality photographs, including two pairs of mother and calf. 

 

The sightings were recorded in the northern, central and southern areas of Chile and mainly 

occurred between August and October. 

 

Thanks to the special measures taken for the observation of southern right whales in Chile, that 

were recommended by our organization in 2006 to the Permanent Commission of the South 

East Pacific and implemented in 2008 by the Chilean Navy, during 2010 no direct harassment 

to the whales was reported. 

 

CCC expects that the regulation for whale watching in Chile that was develop by a multi-

disciplinary group in 2009 coordinated by the Under Secretariat of Fisheries will be enacted 

soon by the Chilean government. CCC participated actively, delivering scientific information rele-

vant to the determination of measures that guarantee the long term conservation of whales and 

the safety of the tourists. 

 

In this context, the regulation includes specific measures for the observation of southern 

right whales that limit the activity to coastal platforms with the aim to avoid any harass-

ment that could further endanger this small population.  
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Thanks to the support of DIRECTEMAR, coastal communities, local and national media and 

international NGOs, the Marine Mammal Sighting Network (MMSN) created by Cetacean Con-

servation Center  in 2003 has consolidated as a cost effective tool to gather key information about 

cetacean species and also to increase public awareness about the importance of protecting our 

Natural Marine Patrimony. 

 

In order to do this we have produced semester bulletins that are distributed via email to more 

than 500 members. 

 

The 12th MMSN Bulletin was dedicated to the International Whaling Commission (IWC), with 

articles that explain the history, negotiation process and the future of the Commission. Also,  

issues such as the moratorium on commercial whaling, responsible whale watching, the campaign 

Zero Whaling and sighting records made by members were included. 

 

The 13th MMSN Bulletin addressed the achievements of the Zero Whaling Campaign, the experi-

ence of CCC in the international “Responsible Whale Watching” workshop that was held in 

Punta del Este, Uruguay and the threats and irregularities posed by the mega wind farm project 

that could be constructed in northwestern Chiloe Island. 

 

Bulletins have also been distributed broadly through our social networks that currently have 

more than seven thousand national and international members. 

 

The number of cetacean sightings recorded in 2010 along the Chilean coast was 160, includ-

ing 304 whales, 37 sperm whales and 150 small cetaceans. 

 

Among the species, blue, humpback, southern right, fin, minke and Brydes whales were 

recorded. Among small cetaceans, bottlenose dolphins, Risso’s dolphins and orcas were re-

corded. 

 

Stranding events were also recorded.  

 

With the help of photographs, the species were identified as one sperm whale, 15 rissos dol-

phins (twelve were returned alive to the ocean) and an unidentified large whale.  
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Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are a significant 

marine conservation tool.  

 

However Chile has made little progress in the 

compliance of its commitment to create and  

implement a national network of MPAs by 2012. 

 

Cetacean Conservation Center  begun in 2009 the 

project “Chile’s Commitment with an MPA Network 

in 2012” with the aim to make an evaluation to 

identify the challenges and propose recommenda-

tions to establish a framework for MPAs in the 

country. 

Marine GEF Project Meeting 

Between July 21st and 22nd, Elsa Cabrera, Juan Carlos Cardenas and Barbara Galletti participated 

in the Workshop of the Closure of the Marine GEF project “Conservation of the Marine and Coastal 

Biodiversity Along the Chilean Coast”. 

 

Five years before, the Marine GEF project begun with the aim to define a model for the  

management and good functioning of a future system of MPAs of Multiple Use along the country. 

 

To define and initiate the system of MPAs three areas were declared, Isla Grande de Atacama 

in the north, Lafken Mapu Lahual in Los Lagos region and Francisco Coloane Marine Park in  

Magellan region, so that the project could develop a management model for each one of them. 

 

Although the Marine GEF project contributed to collect scientific information and generate 

public awareness about the need to effectively implement MPAs in the country, during the 

workshop it became evident that none of the created MPAs had a management system by the end 

of the project.  

 

Also, no replicable management model was developed. One f the conclusions obtained from 

the workshop was that for each area the situation is different and therefore it is difficult to impose 

a general management model for the whole country. 

11 
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An important part of the project included the implementation of a survey to evaluate the  

knowledge and functioning of the process involved in the creation and implementation of MPAs in 

Chile.  

 

The survey was applied over a representative sample from different sectors, including repre-

sentatives from the government, academia, industry, national and international NGOs, think tanks 

and intergovernmental organisms. 

 

At a local level, interviews were conducted to key actors with the aim to collect information on 

the issue and obtain more details according to their experiences. 

 

Some of the main results include: 

 

 In general, none of the mechanisms related to MPAs in Chile were positively  

evaluated and a significant percentage gave a bad grade to the mechanism of govern-

ance and financing.  

 

 Although views are divided in regard the state of the biodiversity, there is consensus 

that the trend is that they are getting worse. 

 

 More than 90% considered that the mechanisms for the resolution of conflicts are 

insufficient, deficient or none existing. Therefore public participation processes will not be 

able to resolve possible conflicts and improve governance.   

 

With the analysis of the surveys, the project finalized the stage of gathering of information.  

 

The results of the project will be published in a report in 2011 and we hope that this study be-

comes a contribution for the planning of strategies about the future of MPAs in Chile and abroad.  
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Public Participation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In January 09, 2010, the coalition of environmental organizations and animal welfare EcoAnimal, 

along with Cetacean Conservation Center and Ecoceanos Center, made a pacific protest in 

front of the Embassy of Japan in Santiago de Chile with the aim to express their most absolute 

opposition to whaling operations and the violence used by the Japanese whaling fleet that 

conducts so called “scientific whaling” in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary. They also de-

manded the Chilean Government to take the necessary actions to stop these illegal operations 

in Antarctica. By the end of January the organizations requested the General Comptroller of 

the Republic to inquire the reasons of the silence of the government in relation to these whaling 

activities. 

 

As a results of these actions, a formal letter dated February 16, 2010 was sent to the NGOs in 

name of the then Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mariano Fernandez, the director of the Environ-

mental Direction of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ambassador Fernando Danus, affirmed that the 

commitment of Chile is to work within the International Whaling Commission (IWC) to “promote 

the conservation and non lethal use of cetaceans and systematically oppose the intentions to lift 

the moratorium on commercial whaling”.  

IWC Intercessional meeting 

USA 

 
The intercessional meeting and the Small Work-
ing Group of the IWC was held in St. Petesburg 
(Florida, USA) between March 2 and 4 to assess 
a proposal to define the “future of the 
IWC” that was prepared behind close doors 
by a group of twelve countries.  
 
The proposal, that seek to revert 24 years of 
moratorium on commercial whaling and 
legitimize the hunting of whales by Japan in 
the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary, was  
rapidly rejected by governments and the civil 
society. 
 
Afterwards, 21 NGOs from eleven Latin 
American countries, including CCC, and inter-
national organizations specialized in marine 
conservation, sent a document to the Buenos 
Aires Group with recommendations about the 
proposal. 

13 
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 Buenos Aires Group Meeting in Costa Rica 

Between May 18th and 20th, the Latin American countries gathered in the Buenos Aires Group 
(BAG), met in San Jose of Costa Rica, to discuss and adopt a position regarding the negotia-
tion proposal that had to be evaluated in the next annual meeting of the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) that was later held in Agadir, Morocco.  
 
The meeting was conducted in the middle of increasing pressure to get the support of the 
BAG to the pro whaling proposal actively promoted by the United States, New Zealand and the 
former president of the IWC. 
 
Cetacean Conservation Center was represented in the meeting by Barbara Galletti (president and 
member of the Scientific Committee of the IWC) and Elsa Cabrera (executive director and accred-
ited observer at the IWC meetings).  
 
During the first day the meeting was dedicated to the presentation of relevant information for the 
decision making process that would later have place in Morocco.  
 
The presentations were made by governmental and non-governmental representatives from Latin 
America that are specialized in legal and scientific issues related to the subject. In that  
opportunity, Galletti made a presentation about the scientific deficiencies of the proposal. 
 
As part of the actions adopted by the NGOs, more than 25 organizations from 14 countries of 
Latin America and international, publicly expressed their opposition to the proposal and 
requested the BAG to strongly reject it. 
 
After three days of hard work, that included valuable spaces of civil society participation, the BAG 
emitted a press release affirming “they consider the document (negotiation proposal) is way be-
low the expectations of the BAG and it has to be substantially modified (…) the BAG considers that 
the document has important unbalances”.  
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Zero Whaling Campaign 

A month before the annual meeting of the Inter-

national Whaling Commission (IWC) in June 

2010, we launched the campaign Zero Whaling 

with the aim to raise awareness about the 

pro whaling proposal that seek to eliminate 

the moratorium on commercial whaling and 

legitimize the hunting of whales even in pro-

tected areas such as whale sanctuaries.  

 

The initiative rapidly gathered the support of 

more than 60 national and international or-

ganizations, senators, deputies, artists and 

more than 25 thousand signatures from all 

Latin America and abroad opposing the  

resumption of commercial whaling. 

 

The campaign lead the Chilean government to 

publicly reaffirm that the Policy of State of 

the country is pro conservation and fully  

committed to the non lethal use of cetaceans.  

 

The signatures collected in several activities 

conducted jointly with other organizations and 

through the website www.cerocazadeballenas.cl 

were handed in Morocco to the Latin American 

commissioners attending the IWC annual meet-

ing (Buenos Aires Group) by Elsa Cabrera,  

executive director of CCC and coordinator of 

Zero Whaling Campaign. 

Chilean Artists say  

ZERO WHALING 

The artistic world also gave a strong support 

to the campaign in a video where they ex-

pressed their total support to the protection 

of whales and dolphins. 

 

Javiera Parra, Lucybell, De Saloon, Leo 

Caprile, Keko Yunge, Eduardo Gatti, Ce-

cilia Echeñique, Eduardo Peralta, Teresa 

Hales, Malucha Pinto and Peggy Cordero 

participated in this video with strong ethical, 

legal and scientific arguments against the 

killing of whales. 

 

More than 2.500 people watch the video 

in a short period of time and also added their 

signature to the campaign.  
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Strenghtening a National Position 

In Chile, the response from the government regarding the pro whaling proposal was slow. Since 

the proposal was made public, several organizations, among them Ecoceanos Center, EcoAni-

mal, AnimaNaturalis and Cetacean Conservation Center expressed their opposition to the 

proposal and requested the government of Chile to publicly express its historical position of the 

country – committed to the maintain of the moratorium and the integral respect to whale sanctu-

aries – and give a clear sign about the position of the country towards the negotiation proposal of 

the International Whaling Commission (IWC). 

 

Since the proposal was actively promoted by the Chilean commissioner and, at that time, chair-

man of the IWC, several parliamentarians and NGOs demanded to president Sebastian Piñera 

to give a clear signal against the whaling proposal that was going to be evaluated in a few weeks 

at the annual meeting of the IWC in Morocco. 

 

Several parliamentarians, among them senator Juan Pablo Letelier, Antonio Horvath, Guido 

Girardi, Francisco Chahuan, Baldo Prokurica and deputy Guillermo Teiller also expressed their 

strong opposition to the proposal and requested in a diversity of actions: the resignation of the 

chairman of the IWC, parliamentarian actions and the unanimous adoption of a project of  

agreement expressing unconditional support of the Chilean Congress to the conservationist  

position of Chile at the IWC.  

 

As a result, a day before the 62nd annual meeting of the IWC and after many months requesting a 

clear response from the Chilean government, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs emitted a strong 

press release reaffirming the position of Chile towards the effective conservation of whales.  

IWC 62nd Annual Meeting  

(Agadir, Morocco) 

Two scientific papers were presented to 

the Scientific Committee of the IWC held in 

Agadir, Morocco in June 2010.  

 

One was about the blue whale status in 

Chile between 2004 and 2009 and the sec-

ond one about abundance estimates of 

blue whales made with aerial line transects 

surveys.  

 

Elsa Cabrera participated as accredited ob-

server of Cetacean Conservation Center in 

the working groups and plenary meeting. 

 

Te meeting was held mainly behind close 

doors, excluding the civil society  

participation.  

 

However, the pro whaling proposal was  

rejected and the Commission agreed to 

adopt a “cool off” period of one year. 
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 Blue Tourism Seminar 

Between November 10th and 11th, the career of Tourism and Culture of the faculty of architec-

ture of the University of Valparaiso made the First On Board Blue Tourism Seminar. The event 

was held on board the vessel Aquiles of the Chilean Navy during a navigation track between Val-

paraiso and Papudo. The seminar was conducted with the support of the Chilean Navy, the Mu-

nicipalities of Valparaiso, Vina del Mar, Juan Fernandez and Easter Island, and the Uni-

versal Forum of Cultures 2010. 

 

With the aim to inform about the current and future trends of blue tourism at a national and 

international level and its impact in many countries as a tool for the economic, social and environ-

mental development, Barbara Galletti, president of Cetacean Conservation Center, was invited to 

make a presentation about the Alfaguara Project and its contribution to the successfully  

development of community based marine ecotourism in Puñihuil, southern Chile.  

Seminar Magellan, Mining and  

Salmon Farming 

In December 2010, the regional Chapter of  

Municipalities of Magellan organized the seminar 

Magellan Tourism and Nature, Carbon Mining or Inten-

sive Salmon Farming? With the objective to contribute 

with information to the debate about the processes for 

the installation of a mega mining project and the 

expansion of industrial salmon farming in the  

Magellan region.  

 

Representatives from environmental organizations, 

specialists in economics and executives from the  

industry sector were invited. 

 

Barbara Galletti (CCC) was invited to make a  

presentation about the “Threats for humpback whales 

in the Marine Protected Area and Marine Park Francisco 

Coloane”. 

 

Industrial projects like salmon farming and mining 

are issues of very high interest in the Magellan public 

due to their negative impact in the environment, the 

biodiversity, traditional productive activities, the  

regional economy and the local culture. 
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 Maquinaria Festival 2010 

 

In October 2010, we were invited to participate in 

the world known event Maquinaria Festival,  

organized by Lotus Producciones in Santiago 

Equestrian Club. 

 

With the aim to open spaces to increase awareness 

about the many threats faced by the environment, 

the organizers of the music event invited 15 NGOs, 

including the Cetacean Conservation Center to par-

ticipate in the Green Zone of Maquinaria Festival, 

while 14 international rock bands like Pixies, Linkin 

Park and Incubus filled the evening with music. 

 

The event also had the participation of more than 

300 volunteers dedicated to recycle and collect the 

garbage generated during the concert in order to 

incorporate a sustainable vision in these sort of 

events. 

 

As in 2012 when we participated in other  

environmental music concert (Free the Earth by 

Levi’s), in this occasion we strengthen our social 

networks in order to increase public awareness in 

marine conservation issues.  

 

The campaign Zero Whaling was highly promoted 

during the concert and the support of the people was 

key in stopping a pro whaling proposal during the 

annual meeting of the International Whaling  

Commission.  

Child Education 

 

In the framework of the Month of the 

Sea and with the view to involve the 

younger generations in marine conser-

vation, Priscilla Escobar (veterinarian of 

Cetacean Conservation Center) was 

invited by the pre-school Montessori 

Antunen to give a presentation to more 

than 25 children between 2 and 5 years 

old. 

 

In December, Barbara Galletti 

(president of CCC), was invited to give a 

series of presentations to more than 

100 school children between 5 and 15 

years old from Santa Catalina de la 

Siena School.  
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Indo-Pacific Blue Whale  

Consortium 
 
In July 2010 Cetacean Conservation Center 
was invited by the Blue Whale Study 
Inc., to the Blue Whale Workshop 2010 
in Adelaide, Australia. 
 
The workshop was oriented to coordinate 
research efforts among blue whale  

specialists around the world. 
 
Specialists from Australia, Chile (CCC), 
Sri Lanka and Indonesia attended the 
workshop. 
 
As a result, the Indo-Pacific Blue Whale  
Consortium was established.  
 
Also a diversity of conservation priorities 
were agreed, including the contribution to 
the Southern Hemisphere Blue Whale indi-
vidual Photo Identification catalogue and a 
marine survey around the Sub-tropical 
Convergence.  

Responsible Whale Watching Workshop in Uruguay 

In October 2010, specialists from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica and Uruguay gathered 
in Punta del Este, Uruguay, to participate in the International Workshop on Responsible 
Whale Watching that was conducted by the Organization for the Conservation of Cetace-
ans (OCC) of Uruguay. 
 
The event had the objective of developing short and long term manuals about good marine 
practices for the observation of whales and consolidate the process for the creation of a  
certification system for this activity.  
 
The Chilean experience 
was presented by Elsa 
Cabrera, executive 
director of the Ceta-
cean Conservation Cen-
ter. 

 
The presentation was 
about the advances 
made in Chile in  
responsible whale  
watching and the  
importance to apply 
bottom up strategies 
for the effective imple-
mentation of  
conservation measures 
related to the whale 
watching industry.  
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Blue Tourism Workshop Martinique 

In February 2010, Cetacean Conservation Center was invited to participate in the 

“International Symposium on Opportunities to Construct Local, Sustainable Blue Tour-

ism and Combat the Threats of Marine Mammals in the Caribbean”. 

 

The symposium was held in the Caribbean island of Martinique under the auspices of the United 

Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

 

Barbara Galletti, president of CCC, was invited to present two case studies related to bottom 

up strategies for the effective conservation of cetaceans and their marine environment. 

 

It was a valuable opportunity to exchange experiences and coordinate similar future actions in 

the Caribbean and Latin America. 

Southern Hemisphere Blue Whale 

Individual Photo  

Identification Catalogue 

CCC has actively work in the development of the  

Southern Hemisphere Blue whale Individual Photo Identi-

fication Catalogue, which is a joint cooperation research 

effort developed under the auspice of the International 

Whaling Commission since 2008. 

 

During this period, a special software for the  

comparison of photographs was developed and the  

researchers agreed a protocol for sharing information. 

 

The project includes the main photo identification cata-

logues in Australia, Chile (CCC) and the Antarctic 

region. 

 

The cooperative work and the efforts invested in this  

initiative will increase our knowledge about the  

distribution, movements and population of blue whales, 

and will improve regional conservation measures.  

20 



21 

Pg 1 Bárbara Galletti, president Centro de Conservación Cetacea 

Pg 2 Blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) 

Pg 3 

Observation from coastal platform, M.P. Muñoz. 

Blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) 

Pg 4 

Humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) 

Lt. G. Arentsen, Bárbara Gallettti, cabo Martínez  after the aerial survey from the research program of the Alfaguara 

Project. 

Pg 5 Fauna watching tourism conducted by local operators in Puñihuil.  

Pg 6 

Fauna watching tourism conducted by local operators in Puñihuil.  

Humboldt penguins (Spheniscus Humboldti) and Magellan penguins (Spheniscus magellanicus) in Puñihuil Island 

Natural Monument.  

Pg 7 

B. Galletti during a presentation of the results of the base line study assigned by CCC.   

Chunchito (Glaucidium nanum) 

Pg 8  
The construction of a mega wind farm Project in northwestern Chiloe Island has generated strong opposition in the 

community because of its negative impacts. 

Pg 9  Southern right whale (Eubalaena australis) 

Pg 10  Southern right whale (Eubalaena australis) 

Pg 11 

Rayador (Rynchops niger) 

Northwestern Chiloe Island 

Pg 12 Sculpture at Tenaún School 

Pg 13 

Activity “Chile Says NO Whaling” conducted in the front of the embassy of Japan in Santiago.  

Intercessional meeting of the IWC.  

Pg 14 B. Galletti during her presentation in the Buenos Aires Group at San Jose of Costa Rica.  

Pg 15 

Launching of Zero Whaling campaign in Valparaiso (V región). 

The chilean actress, Teresa Hales, in the promotional video of the Zero Whaling campaign.  

Pg 16 
NGOs of Latin America and international with representation in the region expressed their opposition to the exclusión 

of civil society from part of anual meeting of the IWC in Morocco.  

Pg 17 

Coastal landscape, Los Lagos región.  

Landscape, austral island in Magellan. 

Pg 18 

Cetacean Conservation Center in Maquinaria Festival 2010 

Priscila Escobar (CCC) in school Montessori Antunen. 

Pg 19 

CCC is founding member of the Indo-Pacific Blue Whale Consortium. 

Elsa Cabrera, executive director of CCC during her presentation in the workshop organized by the Organization for the 

Conservation of cetaceans (OCC) in Uruguay.   

Pg 20 

B. Galletti (CCC) during her presentation in the Blue Tourism Workshop held in Martinique and organized by UNEP. 

Sample image of software specially designed for the comparison of blue whale individual photo identification catalo-

gues.  

Index of Photos 




